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Chicago  son  returns  to  old  neighborhood 


CHICAGO  -  When  Jim 
Queen  started  Chicago's 
Uptown  Baptist  Churcn  in 
lv76,  he  considered  the 
entire  community  his  con¬ 
gregation  —  a  concept  that 
nelped  Uptown  develop 
into  a  national  model  for 
urban  ministry. 

Tcxlay,  as  executive  direc¬ 
tor  for  the  Chicago  Metro¬ 
politan  Baptist  Association, 
ne  feels  the  same  wav  about 
the  eight  million  residents  of 
"Chicagoland." 

"1  tell  our  pastors,  'You  are 
not  only  the  pastor  of  the 
church.  Vou  are  also  pastor  of 
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B&H  takes  best-seller  awards 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Two  Broadman  &  Holman  books 
received  three  1998  best-seller  awards  from  amazon.com,  mark¬ 
ing  the  publisher  —  a  division  of  LifeWay  Christian  Resources  — 
as  a  producer  of  "great  books." 

"With  a  typical  best-seller  list,  great  books  have  to  compete 
for  attention  with  titles  outside  their  genre,"  Amazon  explains  on 
its  "1998  Award  Winners"  Internet  website.  "As  a  result,  readers 
may  not  discover  the  books  they  wpuld  love.  At  amazon.com, 
we're  committed  to  seeing  that  change." 

The  two  B&H  books  taking  amazon.com  best-seller  honors 
were: 

♦  "Murder  on  the  Titanic"  by  James  Walker  for  historical  reli¬ 
gious  and  inspirational  fiction  (found  under  the  literature  and  fic¬ 
tion  genre),  as  well  as  religious  fiction  —  mystery  (in  the  religion 
&  spirituality  genre). 

♦  "Tiptionary"  by  Mary  Hunt  in  the  personal  finance  and  bud¬ 
geting  category  (under  the  business  and  investing  genre). 

Broadman  &  Holman  currently  lists  more  than  1  ,(300  books  on 
the  amazon.com  website.  The  amazon.com  1998  best-sellers 
category  listirigs  mav  be  viewed  at  www.ama2on.com/1998. 


People  reached  at  Expo 


A  three-part  public  television  series  called  "GckI  and  Politics,"  pro¬ 
duced  by  Southern  Baptist  Bill  Moyers,  is  criticized  in  a  resolution  pre¬ 
sented  by  Houston  Judge  Paul  Pressler  and  adopted  by  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  Executive  Committee. 


WML)  annual  meet  set 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  and  four  African-American  state 
conventions  are  cooperating  in  a  statewide  evangelistic  effort  called  Good 
News  Mississippi,  the  result  of  more  than  a  year  of  planning  by  an  inter¬ 
racial  committee  of  Mississippi  Baptist  religious  leaders. 


SBC  budgrt proposed 


Chester  Swor  leads  a  Christian  Life  Week  revival  at  First  Church, 
Charleston.  The  church  receives  18  additions  by  baptism  and  four  by  let¬ 
ter.  First  Church  has  $54,(X)0  in  their  building  hind  and  is  looking  forward 
to  a  new  house  of  worship  in  the  future.  Kermit  Canterbury  is  pastor. 


Letters  tojhe  editor 


"W  ^  etired  U.S.  Supreme  Court  Associate 
Justice  Harry  A.  Blackmun,  90, 
JL ^passed  away  March  11  from  compli¬ 
cations  following  nip  replacement  surgery. 
Supreme  Court  justices  come  and  go  as  we 
all  do  in  the  flow  of  life,  but  Blackmun's  24- 
vear  career  on  the  court  will  be  marked  in 
history  with  special  odium. 

He  was  the  author  of  Roc  v.  Wade,  the 
1972  Supreme  Court  decision  that  discov¬ 
ered  the  legal  right  to  abortion  was  con¬ 
tained  in  the  U.S.  Constitution. 

Thus  began  our  own  slaughter  of  the 
innocents  which  continues  to  this  day,  snuff- 
ing  out  tens  of  millions  of  lives  that 
represent  one-third  of  the  genera- 


Editor's 

Notebook 


tions  conceived  since  the  Roc  ruling,  abortifacient  chemicals  can  be 
The  numbers  are  simply  staggering.  introduced  into  the  mother's  li.  ^ 
Although  he  was  joined  by  six  system  to  poison  the  baby  — 
other  justices  in  vohng  for  the  deci-  and  sometimes  the  mother.  JjlllllUr^ 
sion,  Blackmun  wrote  the  majority  Ever-improving  equipment  FI* 

opinion  that  sought  to  justify  the  and  technology  allow  abortion-  11 

court's  ruling.  He  authored  many  ists  to  pinpoint  and  whisk  ** 

other  major  opinions,  but  Roe  v.  away  the  "products  of  concep-  ^ 

Wade  brought  vilification  for  the  tion'^  in  record  numbers  and 
remainder  of  his  career  on  the  court,  minimal  time,  thereby  increas-  UL— 25- 
"I  suppose  I'll  carry  Roe  to  my  ingfinancial  returns, 
grave,"  ne  said  in  1983.  Then  there's  the  unimagin- 

Blackmun  may  be  in  the  grave  able  technique  called  parhal- 
but  his  Roe  legacy  remains,  a  stench  birth  abortion,  where  a  full-  '■■■■■■■■■ 
in  the  nostrils  of  God  and  after  25  term  infant  is  physically  tom  from  the 
years  still  one  of  the  most  divisive  mother's  womb  and  legally  destroyed  — 
issues  in  American  life.  up  to  the  moment  of  birth. 

In  the  years  since  the  Roe  decision,  the  There  is  not  enough  room  to  list  all  the 
public  conversation  over  its  effects  and  its  ways  legalized  abortion  has  changed  our 
future  has  devolved  from  a  moral  debate  into  society,  and  our  society's  individual  mem- 
a  nasty  political  brawl  filled  with  insults,  bers,  for  the  worse. 

recriminaticHis,  and  negative  campaigns.  However,  one  important  way  it  has 

Doctors  have  been  shot.  Cimics  have  changed  us  is  hard  to  overlook, 
been  bombed  and  burned.  Women  have  As  our  willful  disregard  for  human  life 
died  horrible  deaths  in  substandard  outpa-  spreads  from  the  beginning  of  life  to  the 
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Annie  Armstrong:  her  life  and  her  missions  offering 


CIRCULAEION  MANAGER 
Rene<>  Walley 


•om  in  1850  in  Baltimore, 


WMU  as  the  "Week  of 
UMd.,  Annie  Armstrong  Self-Denial  for  Home 
gn,’w  up  with  strong  convictions  Missions,"  the  week 
about  missions.  Living  in  the  acquainted  women 
city,  Armstrong  developed  inter-  with  the  needs  of 
est  in  African-Americans,  immi-  Southern  Baptist  mis- 
grants,  the  sick,  and  the  p<x>r.  sionaries  in  tne  U.  S. 

Armstrong  began  a  lifestyle  In  1934,  the  offering 
of  ministry  through  her  church  was  named  the 
and  the  charitable  institutions  "Annie  Armstrong 
of  Baltimore  when  she  was  a  Easter  Offering  for 
young  adult.  Home  Missions"  in 

The  year  1880  marked  a  turn-  honor  of  Miss  Annie.  Annie  / 
ing  point  in  her  life.  In  response  In  1998,  the  offering 
to  a  speaker  who  told  of  desti-  was  renamed  the  "Annie 
tute  conditions  and  needs  of  Armstrong  Easter  Offering 
native  Americans,  she  began  a  (AAEO)  mr  North  American 
pilgrimageof  leadership  in  mis-  Missions."  It  supports  mission- 
sions  and  mission  support.  aries  in  the  United  States  and  its 

Two  years  later,  she  was  elect-  territories,  and  also  in  Canada, 
ed  president  of  the  Woman's  Nearly  $800  million  have 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Society  of  been  giv’en  to  the  offering  dur- 
Maryland.  The  society's  objec-  ing  its  103-year  history,  sup- 
tive  was  to  involve  women  in  ptirting  thousands  of  missionar- 
support  of  the  Home  Mission  les  who  evangelized  the  lost. 
Board  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.  SI 
held  this  office  until  1906. 

In  1888,  Armstrong  w 
elected  cornsponding  sea 


ministered  to  the 
needs  of  millions  of 
people  and  started 
thousands  of  Southern 
Baptist  churches. 

The  North 

American  Mission 
Board  (NAMB)  was 
created  in  1997  when 
the  resources  of  three 
former  SBC  agencies 


with  state  Baptist  conventions, 
receive  support  from  AAEO. 

The  offering  supports 
NAMB's  two  major  thrusts: 
evangelism  and  church  planting. 
The  agency  provides  assistance 
to  churches,  assiKiations,  and 
state  conventions  in  the  areas  of: 
soul-winning  training;  interfaith 
witness;  and  church  and  com¬ 
munity  ministries,  which  include 
Alternatives  for  Life  ministries 
and  evangelistic  events. 

NAMB  President  Bob 
Reccord  has  pledged  that  the 
agency  will  place  special 
emphasis  in  the  future  on  five 
priorities: 

♦  Impacting  major  cities. 

♦  Growing  ethnic  congre¬ 

gations. 

♦  Evangelizing  students. 

♦  Mobilizing  missions 

volunteers. 

♦  Reaching  Canada  with  the 
- 1  Gospel. 
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For  information  on 
North  American  missions, 
contact  NAMB  at  4200 
North  Point  Parkway, 
Alpharetta,  GA  30202-4174. 
Telephone:  (770)  410-6000. 

For  information  on 
AAEO  in  Mississippi,  con¬ 
tact  Woman's  Missionary 
Union  at  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  968-3800 
or  toll-free  outside  Jackson 
(800)  748-1651. 
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Rainer  calls  churches  back  to  evangelism 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


Sunday  School  Department.  *^^*^*^  participate  in  prayer. 

In  a  search  to  understand  "Third,  Sunday  School  is 
what  causes  churches  to  grow  being  used  as  an  evangelistic 
evangelistically,  Rainer  and  the  arm  of  the  church. 

Billy  Graham  School  have  "We  have  always  said  that, 
spent  five  years  Icxjking  at  over  but  for  the  past  three  decades 
3,000  churches  of  various  the  reality  is  Southern  Baptist 
denonimations  from  all  geo-  churches  have  forfeited  evan- 
graphic  regions  of  the  U.S.  gelism  in  the  Sunday  Schcx)l," 

'*We  have  looked  at  2,000  Rainer  said, 
churches  that  meet  the  criteria  One  of  the  weaknesses 
for  being  an  evangelistic  Rainer  has  observed  in  Southern 
church,"  Rainer  said.  That  crite-  Baptist  churches  is  that  they  are 
ria  is:  ha\  ing  at  least  26  baptisms  not  aware  of  reality, 
a  year,  and  a  baptism-kvmem-  "Many  of  our  Southern 
ber  ratio  of  less  than  20  to  one.  Baptist  churches  think  they  are 
Of  the  2,000  evangelistic  doing  a  good  job.  The  bills  are 
churches  selected  for  study,  being  paid,  we  hav^e  Sunday 
half  were  Southern  Baptist.  School  teachers,  we  have  a  staff 
They  ranged  in  size  from  30  to  that  is  in  place  . .  .  we  are  doing 
7,000  in  average  attendance.  a  good  job  as  a  church,"  he  said. 

Researchers  also  looked  at  "However,  \\’hen  you  start 
1,000  other  churches,  both  examining  who  they  are  reach- 
Southern  Baptists  and  non-  ing,  how  many  people  they  are 
Southern  Baptists,  as  a  control  losing,  their  baptism  ratio,  and 
group,  Rainer  indicated.  other  factors,  a  different  picture 

From  this  research  Rainer  emerges,"  Rainer  indicated, 
said  they  have  identified  nine  "Cme  of  the  things  we  are 
characteristics  of  churches  that  trying  to  do  is  not  discourage 
will  reach  p>eople  in  the  21st  cHurcnes,  but  try  to  help  them 
centurv.  (see  box)  "We  sought  see  reality.  Sometimes  when 
to  find  out  what  is  really  hap-  they  see  the  reality  it  helps 
pening  in  those  churches  that  motivate  them  to  do  more." 
are  reaching  people  for  Jesus  After  five  years  of  research 
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The  21st  Century: 
Reaching  people  for  Christ 

1 .  Use  Sunday  SchcK)l  as  an  evangelistic  tool. 

2.  Evangelize  young  people. 

3.  Have  high  expectations  of  leaders  and  members. 

4.  Conduct  a  membership  class  where  what  is 

expected  of  members  is  taught. 

5.  Pastor  does  personal  evangelism. 

6.  Be  intentional  about  evangelism,  giving  it  priority, 

and  accountability. 

7.  Teach  the  six  purposes  of  the  church  to  all 

members  (Evangelism,  prayer,  discipleship, 
fellowship,  ministry,  worship). 

8.  Pastor  preaches  expository,  or  text-driven,  sermons. 

9.  Emphasize  quality  over  quantity. 

Source:  Thom  Rainer 
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Miss.  CP  jumps  by  nearly  11%  |  SBC  CP  up  5.4%  over  last  year 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  Cooperative  Propam  (CP)  receipts  for  Fdjruary  were 
down  sli^tly  compared  to  a  year  ago  while  the  year-to-date 
total  remains  ahead  of  the  simitar  penod  a  year  ago. 

For  February  1999,  CP  receipts  totaled  $l3,%9,070  compared 
to  Februaiy  19*^  of  $14,072,3(»,  a  decrease  of  .75%  or  $l{]o,237. 
For  the  SBC  fiscal  year,  after  five  months,  CP  rifts  totaled 
$^,200,855  compared  to  the  previous  year's  total  or»66,606,966, 
an  irKsease  of  5.40%  or  $3,593,888. 

Onignated  gifts  for  the  month  of  February  were  $43,,951,225 
compMed  to  the  same  month  in  1998  of  $48,179,231,  a  decrease 
of  8.7^  or  $4,228,005.  For  die  year  to  date,  desigitated  rifts  total 
$73,024,773  compared  to  the  previous  year  of  $77,299,241,  a 
decrease  of  5.53®Ai  or  $4,274,468. 

For  the  SBC's  Program  Allocation  Bud^  at  the  end  of  five 
months,  the  required  budget  amount  (rf  $66385,717  was  sur¬ 
passed  by  $3,6i5,137,  an  increase  of  5.43%.  For  the  month  of 
February,  the  required  monthly  budget  figure  of  $12,917,143  was 
surpassed  by  $1,049,926,  or  an  increase  m  8.13%. 
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annual  meeting  slated  for  March  15 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

MBCB  Communications  director 


Mississippi  Woman's  Missionary  Union 
(WMU)  kicks  off  its 
120th  annual  meeting 
March  15  with  a  dedica¬ 
tion  service  for  Patterson 
Place,  the  adult  lodge 
nearing  completion  on 
the  grounds  of  Camp 
Garaywa  in  Clinton. 

The  dedication  service 
begins  at  10:30  a.m.,  after 
a  one-hour  open  house  at 
the  kxlge  which  is  named 
for  long-time  WMU 
leader  Marjean  Pattersvm. 

Patterson  Place  will 
hav^e  30  guest  rooms  plus 
conference  facilities.  The 
lodge  will  utilize  the 
existing  dining  room  of 
Camp  Garaywa. 

The  WMU  annual 
meeting  will  begin  at  1:15 
p.m.  on  March  15  at 


Fire  guts 
Ellijf  home 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  (BP)  — 
The  home  of  former  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  President 
Tom  Elliff  was  destroyed  by 
fire  late  Sunday  night,  Feb.  21 . 

Elliff,  pastor  of  First 
Southern  Baptist  Church,  Del 
City,  Okla.,  and  his  wife, 
Jeannie,  were  in  Hawaii  at  the 
time  of  the  blaze,  which  sent 
flames  as  high  as  1 00  feet  into 
the  sky  and  damaged  three 
other  nearby  homes. 

Investigators  said  Monday 
afternoon  the  fire  was  thought 
to  have  begun  about  10:45 
p.m.  in  the  garage  and  spread 
to  the  house.  They  had  not 
ruled  out  arson  as  a  possible 
cause,  however.  No  estimate 
of  the  total  amount  of  damage 
was  available. 


Southern  Baptist  WMU 
in  Birmingham,  who  will 
discuss  "Partnering  with 
Habitat  for  Humanity." 

Steve  and  Ruth  Glaze, 
faculty  members  at 
Mississippi  College,  will 
offer  theme  interpretations. 

Musicians  include  Karen 
Hardy  of  First  Church, 
Collins;  and  the  Mississippi 
Singing  Churchmen, 
keyboardists  w 


J.  Rankin 


T.  Thurman 


Bakke 


in  the  prayer  walks 
include  Wayne  Frederick, 

France;  Alicia  Braswell, 

Brazil;  Mary  Dan 
Stampley,  Philippines; 

Linda  Smith,  Jackson; 

Jerry  Rankin,  1MB;  Rob 
Sugg,  Taiwan;  Larry  Hendricks,  Costa 
Rica;  Bobbye  Rankin,  IMB;  and  Bob  Storie, 
Pascagoula. 

At  2  p.m.  on  the  afternoon  of  March  16, 
Cassibry  will  lead  participants  in  a  prayer 
walk  in  Jackson  where  two  Habitat  for 


keyboardists  will  be 
Mary  Simmons,  a  retired 
missionary  from  Meridian,  ' 
and  Cissa  Richardson, 
retired  pastor's  wife  from  Madison. 

"It's  an  exciting  time,"  said  Cassibry. 
"God  is  moving  in  Mississippi  and  women 
are  going  to  lead  out.  There's  an  urgency 
among  our  women  to  be  out  budding 
God's  kingdom." 


G.  Thurman 


Missionary  family  narrowly  escapes  ambush 


KAABONG,  Uganda  (BP)  — 
Missionaries  Bruce  and  Martha 
Schmidt  and  two  of  their  chil- 
dren  narrowly  escaped 
when  unidentified 
gunmen  fired  on 
their  double-cab 
pick-up  truck  Feb. 


Ihe  gunmen,  who  shot  amazed  that  no  one  was  killed 
unseen  from  the  left,  have  not  and  God  protected  them." 
been  found.  The  Valentine's  While  they  are  stepping  up 
Day  attack  occurred  in  a  region  safety  precautions.  Pierce  said 
that's  home  to  the  Karamoiong,  he  ana  the  Schmidts  are  not 
a  tribe  the  Schmidts  nave  leaving  the  area, 
worked  with  for  four  years.  "We  don't  intend  to  be 

"The  Jie,  a  Karamojong  sub-  scared  away  and  feel  that  Gcxl 
tribe  to  the  south  of  us,  have  a  must  be  up  to  ^something  in 
history  of  vKcasionallv  killing  Karamoja  for  all  this  opposition 
for  no  reason,"  said  Pierce,  from  Satan  to  be  happening," 
from  Wayne  City,  Ill.  "Only  he  said. 

God's  love  can  change  that."  The  Schmidts  were  appoint- 

The  incident  has  been  a  posi-  ed  as  IMB  missionaries  in  1987. 
tive  witness  to  the  Karamojong,  They  worked  among  the 
Pierce  said.  "Many  of  them  Maasai  tribe  in  Kenya  before 
came  to  see  the  truclc  and  were  transferring  to  Uganda  in  1994. 


Missionary 

News 


India  hospital  celebrates  40th  anniversary 


NALERIGU,  Ghana  (BP)  — 
The  first  baby  born  in  the 
Baptist  Medical  Center  of 
NaV’rigu,  Ghana,  was  named 


Ag  Missions  members  accept  challenge 


The  highlight  of  the  recent  annual  meeting  of 
the  i^ricultural  Missions  Foundation  (AMF) 
held  Feb.  20  at  First  Church,  Belzoni,  was  the 
acceptance  of  the  challenge  of  .AMF  president 
Frank  Prewitt  of  Bel/oni  to  fund  two  projects 
in  Central  American  areas  sev'erely  damaged  ■ 
by  Hurricane  Mitch  late  Inst  vear.  Prewitt  I 
told  the  group,  "W'e  have  been  asked  | 

to  replace  a  number  of  goats  and  rab- 
bits  that  were  lost  during  Hurricane 
animal  project  of 


After  ccimmitting  almost  $60,000  to  the  pro¬ 
jects,  AMF  officers,  diitx'tors,  and  members  imme- 
diatelv  considerc*d  wav's  to  meet  thr*  challenge 
•  Encourage  churches,  civic  clubs,  WML 
groups,  men's  classes  and  Brotherhoixi 
■■  groups  to  Use  a  new  slide  and  video  pro- 
gram  that  has  l-'wn  prepared  to  enci»urage 
participation  in  these  and  other 

•  Sponsor  cattish  suppers''  a- 
1  one  means  ot  raising  funds  lor  these 

jAjfj  missu'ii  |Mo|ects. 

•  .Ask  members  and  >>tht*rs  to  con- 
IM  tribute  diiVv  tK  to  these  projects. 
im  To  schedule  a  video  or  slide  presenta 
tiun  and  for  more  information  ».)n  these 
projects,  cont.»ct  Harold  Wat.v»n,  program 
coord ma tor,  1153  Ow'ens  Road,  Lerrv,  MS 
39170  Telephone:  (601)  857-8544 


Mitch  at  _ 

International  Mission  Board  mission¬ 
aries  and  the  Nicaraguan  Baptist 
Convention.  Also  Hurricane  Mitch  scverelv 
affected  another  Baptist  project  in  Oaxaca, 
Mexico,  destroying  goats,  chickens,  rabbits, 
and  honey  production.  This  Was  devastating 
for  an  already  marginal  subsistence  farming 
community."’ 


March  11, 1999 


Proposed  SBC  budget  to  keep  percentages 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Messengers  or  1.98%;  Midwestern  Seminary,  $2,906,371 
to  the  June  annual  meeting  of  the  Southern  or  1.82%;  and  the  Historical  Library'  and 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  will  vote  on  a  Archives,  $383,001  or  0.24' 
proposed  1999-2000  SBC  Cooperative  The  SBC  Operating 
Program  (CP)  Allocation  Budget  of  nearly  $425,000  for  the  Bapt 
$160  million  which  retains  the  current  per-  well  as  funding 
centage  distribution  to  SBC  entities.  Committee  and  the  SI 

That  was  the  decision  of  the  Executive  The  proposed 
Committee,  which  proposes  a  budget  each  budget  also  allows 
year  for  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  any  receipts  above 
at  the  committee's  regular  meeting  in  the  budgeted 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  Feb.  22-23.  amount  for  the  year 

Messengers  will  vote  on  a  proposed  to  be  distributed  M% 

1999-2000  Cooperative  Program  Allocation  to  the  Capital  Needs 
Budget  that,  percentagewise,  is  identical  to  Budget  and  50%  to 
this  year's  budget.  Although  this  year's  Ministry  Advance, 
budget,  $155,005,723,  is  increased  to  However,  if  CP 
$159,583,743,  the  percentage  distribution  receipts  continue  as 
to  SBC  agencies  will  be  the  same.  The  near-  they  have  in  recent 


Awards  go  to  Miss,  churches 


Three  churches  received  Eagle  Awards  at  a  recent  Grow’th  Spiral  Conference  at  the  Baptist 
Building  in  Jackson.  The  Eagle  Award  is  the  only  award  given  to  churches  by  the  Lifeway  Christian 
Resources  as  a  recognition  of  significant  gnwth  in  Sunday  School.  Ken  Marler,  (left),  consultant 
with  the  Sunday  Scniiol  Dapartment  of  Lifewav,  presented  the  awards.  Representing  the  Eagle 
Award  churches  were  (from  left  atter  Marler):  CTary  Stafford,  minister  of  education.  First  Church, 
Olive  .Branch;  Lee  Hudson,  pastor.  North  Batesville  Church;  Jim  Butler,  pastor,  and  John  Miller, 
minister  of  education.  Trinity  Church,  Southaven.  John  Clendinning  (qght),  Sunday  School 
I3epartment  consultant  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  G-onventiorr^aifil  (MB^f^as  also  on  hand  for 
the  awards.  For  more  information  on  tne  Eagle  Award  progyqiwj. BTOtact  the  NSCB  Sunday  &hool 
Departmental  R  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Teleimone  (60l J^>68-3800rbr  toll-free  outside 


Jackson  (8(X))  748-1651.  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 


Forced  Termination 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director- treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Messenger  * 
cards  availab^ 
for  SBC  I 

Messenger  cafds  foHM 
1 999  Southern 
Convention  (SBC) 
meeting  in  Atlanta  June 
are  now  available  frofiMpe 
office  of  the  executive  IMC- 
tor-treasurer  of  the  MtsstaBifM 
Baptist  Convention  Bn&rd 
(MBCB).  W 

Messenger  cards  wifi  be 
mailed  only  to  churches  that 
request  the  cards  for  mernibers 
planning  to  attend  the  ^999 
SBC  meeting. 

For  more  information  and 
to  request  messenger  cards, 
contact  (he  MBCB  executive 
director's  office  (601)  292- 
3201  or  toll-free  outside 
lackson  at  (800)  748-1651, 
extension  201 . 


Names  in  the  News 


Baptist  Coelege  News 


Revival  Dates 


Easthaven  Church,  (lott)  to  the  ministry  on  Jan.  24. 

Brookhaven,  licensed  Ix'e  .Allred  Bendon  Ginn  (right)  is  pastor 


Mississippians 

graduate 

Mid-America 


Mississippians  graduating 
with  the  master  of  divinity  degree 
in  December  from  Mid-America 
Seminary,  Gemiantown,  Tenn., 
were  Terry  Brown,  Clarksdale, 
pastor  of  Oakland  Church, 
Oakland,  and  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  for  Yalobusha  Association; 
Teryl  M.  Herndon,  Amory; 
Gary  D.  Higginbotham, 
Greenwood,  pastor  of  Wyatte 
Church.  James  Gregory  Davis, 
Waynesboro,  received  the 
doctor  of  ministry  degree. 


The  Robertses  and  Vanlandingham 

Willie  M.  Roberts,  member  served  on  committees,  and 
of  Sylvarena  Church,  Wesson,  has  been  a  member  of 
was  presented  a  plaque  of  Sylvarena  Church  since  1950. 
appreciation  for  over  41  years  Pictured  with  Roberts  is  his 
of  service  as  deacon.  He  has  wife  Lillian  and  Jon 
held  leadership  positions,  Vanlandingham,  pastor. 


Allred  and  Ginn 


!  <1  I  Sergei  Khrushchev  and 

I  David  and  Julie  Nixon 
I  Eisenhower  will  give  a  panel 
cliscussion  on  March  25  at  7:30 
n.m.  in  Swor  Auditorium  at 
Mississippi  College.  The  panel 
^iscusskm  will  on,  but 
limited  the  Cold  War  era  and 
the  participant's  per- 
spectives  of  growing  up  as  chil- 
clren  of  world  leaders  during 
that  time.  Khrushchev  the 

former  Si^viet 
I  Nikita  Khrushchev. 

'  |>  David  Eisenhower  is  the  grand- 
of  President  Eisenhower, 
lulie  Nixon  Eisenhower  is  the 

Hayden  and  Holifield  daughter  of  Prc'sident  Nixon,  continuing 


Tickets  (free)  to  the  lecture  will  P-m.,  beginning  on  March  23. 
be  av'ailable  on  March  1 5  at  var-  This  course  is  aligned  to  equip 
ious  locations.  For  further  infor-  local  law  enforcement  with  basic 
mation  call  Patty  Tadlock  at  Spanish  skills  needed  to  com- 
(601)  925-34(X).  municate  with  multi-lingual  citi- 

^ens.  For  more  information  call 
The  music  department  of  Ken  Gilliam  at  (601)  925-3263. 
Mississippi  College  will  pre¬ 
sent  Acfam  Livingston  in  a 
senior  trumpet  recital  on  March 
15  in  Aven  Auditorium. 

Livingston  is  the  son  of  Wayne 
and  Connie  Livingston  of 
Longwood,  Fla.,  and  is  a  stu¬ 
dent  of  Wavne  Linehan. 


Carey  Dinner  Theatre  at 
William  Carey  College  will 
hold  open  auditions  mr  per¬ 
formers  and  conduct  inter¬ 
views  for  staff  members  on 
March  20.  The  pnxedure  will 
begin  at  10  a.m.  in  O.  L.  Quave 
Theatre  on  tl>e  college's 
1  lattiesburg  campus.  The  only 
requirement  for  auditioning  or 
applying  for  a  staff  position  is 
high  scntwl  graduation  or  its 
eciuivalent  by  May  25,  the  date 
rehearsals  begin.  For  additional 
information  write  to  Carey 
Dinner  Theatre,  W'illiam  Carey 
College,  498  Tuscan  Avenue, 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39401-5499,  or 
call  (601)  582-6218. 


Kilmichael,  Kilmichael: 
March  14-17;  Sunday,  11  a.m. 
and  7  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  noon 
and  7  p.m.  (lunch  provided); 
Benny  Jackst)n,  Germantown, 
Tenn.,  evangelist;  Stev'e  and 
Becky  Carver,  Mathiston, 
music. 


Union,  Raleigh:  March  21- 
24;  services,  Sunday  morning  at 
11  a.m.  and  evenings  at  7  p.m.. 
Stew  Foster,  "Love  in  Action" 
ministries,  Loganville,  Ga.; 
Stephen  Forfer,  pastor. 

Antioch,  Columbus:  March 
14-19;  Sundav,  11  a.m.  and  6:30 
p.m.;  Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Clark 
Stewart,  Crystal  Springs,  ev’an- 
gelist;  Edward  N.  knox,  p>astor. 

t 

North  McComb,  McComb: 
March  21-24;  Sunday,  10:30  a.m. 
and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Bill  Hurt,  Canton,  evangelist; 
Lewis  Oswalt,  Clinton,  music; 
John  H.  Bley,  pastor. 


WMU  events 
announced 


Excel:  Mission  Trip 

Training  for  Youth  will  be 
held  Friday,  April  30  begih- 
ning  at  5:30  p.m.  through 
Saturday,  May  1  at  3  p.m.  at 
Camp  Garaywa  in  Clinton. 

All  youth  and  youth  lead¬ 
ers  who  are  planning  on  par¬ 
ticipating  in  a  mission  trip  this 
summer  are  invited  to  attend. 
The  cost  is  $26  per  person, 
which  includes  lodging, 
meals,  and  program  fee.  For, 
more  information  contact  the 
WMU  office  at  968-3800  or 
800-748-1651  outside 
Jackson. 


More  than  8,000  Southern  Baptist  congregations  now  trust 
Church  Mutual  for  property,  liability,  workers’  compensation 
and  commercial  auto  insurance  advice  and  protection. 


Pleasant  Grove,  Shannon: 
March  14-19;  Sunday  services, 
11,  a.m.,  6:30  p.m.,  and  gtvspel 
concert  from  6-6:30  p.m.  with 
Perk  Palmer  of  Rienzi;  Mon.- 
Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Harv'cy  Reeves, 
full-time  evangelist;  Gary 
Havnes,  Tupelo,  music;  Joe 
Holcomb,  pastor. 

Strong  H<me,  Wesson: 
March  18-21;  Thurs.-Sat.,  10 
a.m.  and  7  p.m.,  and  Sunday, 
10:50  a.m.  with  lunch  following 
;  Tim  Myers,  Cry'Stal  Springs, 
evangelist;  Cleonae  Reid, 
music;  Troy  Bankston,  pastor. 


At  no  cost  or  obligation  to  you,  we’ll  conduct  an  on-site 
analysis  of  your  buildings  and  activities,  then  recommend  a 
plan  designed  specifically  for  your  church.  Compare  our  plan 
with  your  present  insurance  program. 

You’ll  find  out  why  more  churches  trust  ■  i 

Church  Mutual  than  any  otjier  insurance  LnUrCn  A 
company  in  the  nation.  Call  today.  MutUSlil 

80(^554-2642  wvvw.churchmutual.com  ini  irifMiiti 


CHURCH  PEWS  & 
FURNITURE  CO. 


*  Cushions  ■it  Baptistries 
it  Steeples  it  Renovation 
*  Pews  and  Pulpit 
Furniture 
(Ness’  and  Used) 


BAPTISTRIES  ^ 

mo^UREin^  HEATEII&  PUMPS 

FACTORY  DIRECT 
toll  fme  natiowwioe 

l-SSS-tSI-0«79 

FBERGLASS  BAPTETRY  CO 
3&11  HKSON  PKE  •  CHATTANOOGA.  TN  37«I5j 


Wallace  E.  Foy 

WATTS  1-800-898-0551 
Jackson  957-3762 


Thf  BAmsT  Record 


MAftCmi,  1999 


llc^nhew  J  0:27  NAS 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what)^ 


our  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


March  11,  1999 


HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Office  of  Communication 


Christian 
Performing 
Arts  Festival 

ivith  C'hitrch 
Uccrealiott  and  Youth 
l  eader  Conferences 


TOWARD 

A  GROWING  MARRIAGC 


A  Biblical,  Practical  Marriage  Seminar 

^4?  Main  Street  BC,  Hattiesburg,  March  12-13 


April  13,  1999 
8:30  a.tn  •  3  p.m. 

Parkway  Baptist  Church 
802  North  Frontage  Road 
Clinton,  MSssissippi 
924-9912 


Gary  Chapman 

Noted  author  of: 

The  Five  Love  Languages,  The  Five  Love  Languages  of 
Children,  and  The  Five  Signs  of  a  Functional  Family 


Seven  High  Energy  Sessions  with  Gary  Chapman 

•  Humorous  -  How  to  communicate  in  the  midst  of  conflict 

•  Challenging  -  How  to  avoid  financial  bondage 

•  Exciting  -  How  to  make  sex  mutually  fulfilling 

•  Relevant  -  How  to  rekindle  love 


Church  Facilities  Workshop 
Registration  Form 
Cost:  $  1 0  per  person  (includes  lunch) 

Marne: _  — _ 

Address: _  _ 


Seminar  Cost: 


Individual  Couple 

..,...$35  . . .■.■i4v:..$65 


Early  Registration  by  Feb.  1 9 


Phone: _ 

Church/Vendor: _ 

Amount  Enclosed:  $ 


Group  Rates:  10  couples 
15  couples 
20  couples 


Registration 


Contact  Matt  Buckles  for  more  information:  968-3800 
or  I -800-748- 1 65 1 

Mail  form  to:  Matt  Buckles,  Church  Building  Services 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 


For  more  information  or  to  register  call 
1-800-254-2022 


‘^Becoming 
A  Friend  and  Lover 
Conference” 


With  Dick  Purnell 

President  of  Single  Life  Resources 

Saturday,  April  24 

Registration  &:00  a.m. 

Conference  fi>:30  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m.  ^ 
Cost:  $25  (includes  box  lunch)  before  April  11 

$30  (includes  box  lunch)  before  April  15 
$35  (includes  box  lunch)  walk  in 

Main  Street  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg 

Ca"  ^teve  5ublitz,  601-544-5444 


March  26-27,  1999 
Morrison  Heights 
Baptist  Church 
Clinton  •  Cost  $20 


ChHstlan^^jg^rimng^rts 


For  more  information,  contact 
Discipleship  &  Family  Ministry  Department 

(601)968-3800  or  1-800-748-1651 


Statc  Scnior  Adult  RemeATS,  "Joyful  Journcy  of  Scniors** 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly  (228-452-7261)  (May  use  VISA  Card.  Starting  March  1.  1999) 


J.  Gatiand  McKee 
Clinton 


First  Baptist  Church 
Jackson 


Dennis  Daniels 
Jackson 


Pauline  Moore 
Kosciusko 


June  McKee 
Clinton 


Farrell  &  Joann 
Blankenship 
MBCB 


Dennis  Daniels 
Jackson 
(Wednesday) 


Noon 


Clifton  Perkins 
Clinton 


First  Baptist  Church 
Laurel 


Jimmy  Little 
Laurel 


Ed  Sudduth 
McComb 


Irene  Martin 
Haroerville 


Joe  Stovall,  Jr. 
Raymond 


Ronney  Joe  Webb 
Laurel 


Fred  Tarpley,  Sr. 
Madison 


Kermit  McGregor 
Mendenhall 


Clyde  Little 
Bay  Sprinos 


Farley  Earnest 
Brandon 


Mickey  Bounds 
Vicksburo 


Bob  Hatzfeld 
Greenwood 


Mose  &  Kathleen 
Dangerfield 
Clinton 


Farley  Earnest 
Brandon 
(Saturda 


Noon 


150 


J.  Ferris  Jordan 
Baton  Rouoe 


North  Oxford  BC 
Oxford 


Allen  Harris 
Oxford 


Dot  Pray 
MBCB 


Irene  Martin 
Haroerville 


Marjean  Patterson 
Clinton 


Charles  Stubblefield 
Ecru 


Horace  Kerr 
Brandon 


Barry  Worrell 
Grenada 


Jan  Halford 
Jackson 


Arlis  Nichols 
Enterprise 


Buddy  McElroy 
Meridian 


James  &  Cissa 
Richardson 
Madison 


Dallas  Roscoe 
Tennessee 


10  a.m. 


Workshops  for  May  24-28 

Wednesd^;  Women’s  Ministry  -  Cissa  Richardson,  Madison,  Men’s  Ministry  -  Paul  Harrell,  MBCB 
Thursday:  Genealogy,  Grandparent  Brag  Bag,  Crafts,  Health  Issues,  Retirement/Estate  Management,  etc. 

Ice  Cream  Fellowships,  Seafood  Banquets,  Gifts,  Fun! 


Morch  23,  1999  •  Baptist  Building,  Jackson  •  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

LERDBR: 

Joe  Stacker,  Pastor  of  Belmont  Heights  BC  in  Nashville  and 
former  director  of  Church  Administration  Department  of 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 


PURPOSE: 

This  conference  will  examine  the  meaning  of  Christian  leadership  with  a  view  to  the  next 
millennium.  Primary  emphasis  will  be  given  to  the  leadership  style  and  example  modeled  by  Jesus  Christ. 
Other  leadership  styles,  perceptions  of  leodership,  contemporary  models,  attitudes  on 
leadership  and  changes  in  local  church  ministry  affecting  leadership  will  also 
be  examined.  Idea-storming  and  dialogue  about  effective  ministry  leadership  for  church  health 
in  the  21st  century  will  be  involved  in  this  conference. 


Leadership  for  the  21st  Century  -  Registration  Form 

There  is  no  cost  for  this  conference.  Lunch  will  either  be  on  your  own  or 
ordered  at  the  registration  time  at  $7  per  person. 


Address 


_ _ Church  _ _ _ 

_ ; _ Association _ 

_ _ State _ Zip  _ 

Please  clip  and  return  to:  Mott  Buckles.  C4PM  bepartment,  P,0.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
‘Helping  to  Bring  Mississippi  and  the  World  to  Jesus' 

Prereoistration:  Requested  by  March  19 


‘99  5tate  ^ibLe  OriLb  MISSISSIPPI'S 


Date 

Location 

Time 

MONDAY 

Hernando,  Hernando  BC 

2:30-4:30  p.m. 

April  12 

Gulfport,  FBC 

2:30-4:30  p.m. 

TUESDAY 

Greenwood,  FBC 

2:30-4:30  p.m. 

April  13 

Brookhaven,  FBC 

2:30-4:30  p.m. 

THURSDAY 

Tupelo,  FBC  2:30-4:30  p.m. 

^  (Churches  outside  Lee,  Pontotoc,  Itawamba.  Union  County  and  Tishomingo  Assoc.) 

April  15 

Saltillo,  FBC  2:30-4:30  p.m. 

(Churches  inside  Lee.  Pontotoc.  Itawamba.  Union  County  and  Tishomingo  Assoc.) 

FRIDAY 

Starkville,  FBC 

(Churches  outside  Golden  Triangle  &  Winston  Assoc.) 

2:30-4:30  p.m. 

April  16 

Starkville,  Calvary  BC 

(Churches  inside  Golden  Triangle  &  Winston  Assoc.) 

2:30-4:30  p.m. 

SATURDAY 

Clinton,  FBC 

(Churches  inside  Metro.  Rankin  &  Warren  Assoc.) 

1-3  p.m. 

April  17 

Brandon,  FBC 

(Churches  outside  Metro,  Rankin  &  Warren  Assoc.) 

1-3  p.m. 

MONDAY 

Meridian,  Poplar  Spgs  Dr.  BC 

2:30-4:30  p.m. 

April  19 

Petal,  Petal-Harvey  BC 

2:30-4:30  p.m. 

TUESDAY 

April  20 

Laurel,  FBC 

2:30-4:30  p.m. 

1999  TOURNAMENTS 
Saturday,  April  24 
Alta  Woods  Baptist  Church, 
Jackson,  Miss. 

Youth  Speakers  Tournament  - 10  a.m. 
Youth  Junior  High  Tournament  - 1  p.m. 


1999  Legal  Issues  Area  Meetings 


April  22  -  Gulf  Coast  Baptist  Association  office 

Gulfport 

April  23  -  Central  BC,  Brookhaven 

Purpose:  To  provide  infonnation  on  how  churches  can  carefully  conduct 
their  affairs  under  county,  state  and  national  laws  and  do  so  in  a  manner  that 
provides  some  legal  insulation  from  lawsuits. 

Target  Audience:  church  business  administrators,  church  staff,  personnel 
committee  members,  finance  committee  members,  church  trustees,  legal  pro¬ 
fessionals  dealing  with  issues  concerning  liabilities  of  churches  and  non-profit 
organizations. 

Registration  Fee:  $10  per  conferee  (includes  lunch).  The  154-page  note¬ 
book  “Keeping  Your  Church  Out  of  Court”  will  be  available  for  $25. 

• 

Keynote  Speakers:  William  R.  Korb,  Jr.,  Sheila  L  Korb,  Michael  V. 
Bourland,  all  attorneys  with  Bourland,  Smith,  Wall  &  Wenzel  law  firm  in  Fort 
Worth.  Texas,  and  general  counsel  to  Tarrant  Baptist  Association.  Inc.  and 
trust  and  estate  counsel  to  Baylor  University;  William  Townsend,  assistant 
dean  of  the  Mississippi  College  School  of  Law. 

For  more  information,  contact  Matt  Buckles,  968-3800  or  I  -800- 748- 1651 


G  R  C )  VV  INC  DISCIPLES 
S  P  !  N  A  R 

Evangelism 
Mentoring 
Families 

in  disciple  making 
CHURCHES 


Monday  and  Tuesday^  April  26  and  27 
First  Baptist  Church 
Ridgeland,  MS  39157 
(601)856-6139 


m 


Program  Personalities 


Bill  Mitchell 

Author  of  "Building 
Strong  Families" 


Bill  Fay 

Author  of  "Share 
Jesus  Without  Fear" 


Bill  Easum 

Author  of  "Growing 
Spiritual  Redwoods,"  and 
"Sacred  Cows  Make 
Gourmet  Burgers:  Turning 
Members  into  Ministers" 

Bob  Biehl 

Author  of  "Mentoring," 
and  "Wisdom  for  Men" 


Registration 


Growing  Disciples  Seminar 


Church  Address 
Mailing  Address 


Contact  Person's  E-mail  Address _ 

Total  Number  of  People  Coming  from  Your  Church _ 

Early  Bird  Prices:  2  days  $30,  1  day  $20.  If  registering  after  March  26,  please 
add  $5  for  late  registration.  Early  Bird  cut-off:  March  26. 

Ministers  bringing  three  or  more  can  register  themselves  free! 

Choose  your  plan: 

Early  Bird,  by  March  26  (Total  enclosed  $ _ ) 

_ Day  One  _ Day  Two  _ Day  One  and  Two 

Late,  after  March  26  (Total  enclosed  $ _ ) 

_ Day  One  _ Day  Two  _ Day  One  and  Two 

_ I  am  a  minister  bringing  three  or  more,  so  there  is  no  charge  for  me. 


Mail  to:  MBCB,  Discipleship  &  Family  Ministry  Dept., 
PO  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 
For  more  info  call:  (601)968-3800  or  1-800-748-1651 


March  1 2  -  March  25,  1 999 


Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  3904  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1 -800-787-PRAY 


WMU  120th 
ANNUAL  MEETING 


For  Electronic  Keyboard 
Workshop.  Baptist  Building 
(Church  Music  Dept.).  For 
African  American  Church 
Leadership  Institute.  Mt  Sinai 
BC.  Tupelo  (Mission  Extension 
&  Associational  Administration 
For  the  Marriage  Enrichment 
Conference.  Main  St.  BC. 
Hattiesburg  ^iscfpleship  & 
Family  Ministry). 


A  survey  of  572  pastors  in  the 
United  States  reveals  that  57% 

:  pray  less  than  20  minutes  a  day 
and  34%  pray  20  minutes  to  an 
hour.  In  Korea  pastors  spend 
r  an  average  of  90  minutes  a  day 
in  prayer.  Pray  that  our  pastors 
will  feel  the  need  to  spt'nd 
if-*  more  timein  prayer. 


Qeor^e  "Truett 


In  Central  aixl  Southern  Asia,  a 
country  closed  to  a  traditional  gospel 
w  itness,  has  invited  an  agrk'ultute 
lisvn  to  tome  this  spring  and  do  a 
survey  ol  litxjr  possible  plat  es  for  an 
agrkultural  exjxxrmental  farm 
Pray  ifvrt  even  Irefore  Ihtv  go,  the 
Lrxd  will  Ixyir  to  piepare  arxl  yjti- 
en  hearts,  so  #i,it  i»e  aiehtxities  will 
lx-  net  eiJiKe  to  thK  projtxt. 


For  Marriage  Enrichment 
Conference.  FBC,  Tupelo 
(Equipment  Team).  For  GA 
Mother/Daughter  Overnight, 
Camp  Caraywa  (WMU).  For 
State  Youth  Choir  Festival,  Paul 
Truitt  Meitiorraf  BC,  Pearl 
(Churth  Miisic). 


For  the  Evangelistic  Rally  for 
the  Deaf,  38th  Ave  BC, 
Hattiesburg  (Missions  Extension 
&  Associational  Administratitml. 
For  the  Church  Weekday 
Education  Clinic,  FBC, 

Slarkville  (DisCipteship  \ 
Family  Ministry). 


Several  Mtrngolian  Christians 
S.1W  a  ntx-d  to  have  the 
”Ex(x‘ni-n<  ing  Caxl"  studv 
Iranslaltxl  rnto  their  language 
(  live  thanks  to  Ciod  that  |x-r- 
rnission  was  received  and  a 
voung.  phvsir  ally  disabled 
vsonran  is  doing  tire  work.  Pr.iv 
th.rt  she  wilt  tr.insfate  the  ngsin 
ing  <  ornx  tly  into  Mongolian. 


Professional  Preschool/Children’s  Ministers  Retreat 

^,^ss\ssipprscf//^  •  • 


April  29  -  30 
Patterson  Place 
Camp  Garayway  Clinton 


MONDAY,  MARCH  15 

9:30-1 0:X  a.m.  Open  House  at  Pattetson  Place 
Lodge,  Camp  Garaywa 

1 0:30  a.m.  Dedication  Service,  Camp  Garaywa 

1:15  p.m.  Annual  Meeting  begins  at  Morrison 

Heights  BC,Clinton 

TUESDAY,  MARCH  16 

7:30  a.m.  Former  Executive  Board  Members 

Breakfast 

9  a.m.  Begin 

2  p.m.  Prayer  Walk  in  area  where  Habitat 
Houses  will  be  built  July  11-17 

(parking  at  Calvary  Baptist  Church) 


Featuring:  m  j  tsus  tiun  i 

Pam  Boucher  -  Church  (Consultant  for  Ministers  of  Preschool/Children’s  Education  in  the  Pastor- 
Staff  Leadership  department  at  LifeWay  Christian  Resources  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 

Jan  Marler  -  Preschool/Children’s  Specialist  in  Discipleship  and  Family  at  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 


sponsored  by: 

Preschool/Children’s  Squad  of  the  Equipping  Team,  made  up  of  Don  Hicks,  Robin  Keels,  and 
Linda  Reeves. 


Professional  Preschool/Children’s  Ministers  Retreat  Registration 


MORRISON  HEIGHTS  o 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  s 


Name: 

Address 

Church: 


Pay  time  phone 


CLINTOti 


$15  deposit/registration  enclosed  (includes  3  meals) 

$40  enclosed  for  single  occupancy  room  at  Patterson  Place 
$35  enclosed  for  double  (xcupancy  room  at  Patterson  Place 
My  roommate  is:  _ _ _ 


Check  enclosed  is  for  $15  deposit  +  $ _ rooming  fee  =  $ _ total  enclosed 

Checks  should  be  made  out  to  Miss.  Baptist  Convention  Board.  Please  mail  registration  before 
April  2  to:  Don  Hicks,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 


Honx*  Missions  Day  in  Sunday 
j  S<  h(K>l  (SS  Emphasis),  Bruce 
Pearson  is  asscx  iational  mis¬ 
sionary  for  the  Douglas  and 
Siskiyrxj  Baptist  Asscx  iations  in 
Roseburg,  OR.  Pray  for  thr«- 
pastorless  church«>s  in  the 
Siskiyrxi  Assoc  iation.  Pray  for 
a  bivix  ational  pastor  who  is  in 
ncxxl  of  a  |oh 

For  WMU  Annual  Meeting, 
Morris<>n  Hgts.  BC,  Clinton, 
featuring  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Jerry 

Rankin  (WMU).  Pray  for  Kay 
Cassibry  as  she*  ixtrtic  ipaU*s  in 
her  first  Mississippi  WMU 
Annual  Meeting  js  Fxw  utive 
Dir<H  lor. 

A  couple  is  going  to  Chengdu, 
China,  to  teach  English  at 
.  "University  G"  in  March. 

Pleas<»  pray  for  their  adjustment 
and  ministrs . 

Baptist  representatives  Donnie 
and  Dimple  Bond  lead  a  Bible 
study  on  the  grounds  of  the 
United  Nations  complex  in 
Vienna,  Austria.  Pray  for  them 
as  lhc*y  teai  h  this  sjudy  and 
that  many  contarfs  will  be 
m.Kle  with  taiiployec's  who 
work  there. 

Alcohol  ,11x1  Drug  Abuse 
lYcventxxi  Surxlay  ((  hristian 

A<  tXMi  ( ixnmissKxi  [m|jf\isisl 

1  .M  h  yisir  .ik  ohol  txxrxix*s  iixxe 
of  a  threat  to  the-  Amem  an  |xilx 

Ih  Dnink  driving  is  tlx  nxist  lr<s 
qiieiglv  lortimittixf  violent  crinx 

III  tlx  LtnitixfSi.ites  Pr.iy  ih.il  tlx 
*  w  ill  rxX  kix))  silent  on  tlx 

issHi  -s  1  ir.rtl(  1  <h< 

F or  Smaller  C  hurt  h  Sunday 

St  h(K»lT)ist  ipleship  Training 
Leadership  (  onference,  FBC  , 
Columbia/Morganlovsn  BC  . 

Nafi  he/  iSundav  S<  hofjl  \ 

Dis(  ipleship  6.  FjniiK 

Minislrv. 

F(X  l<*a(lershiptor  RieJlsl 

Ct*nlur\  (  (MihTerKe,  Bafiiist 
Building  (C  htifc  h  Vltninisir.ition- 
Pas!<»ral  iV1inistriF*s».  Minsk Ki.irK*s 
Roger  anri  Katliy  Sikes  ask  v(hi  to 
|Kav  lor  ifieckAeUjfJiDenI  ot  a 
l(K  al  radio  sHtH»n  v\hu  h  i  (Hild 
make  i)h‘  Woffl  ot  Clod  asaikthle 
to  rf>e  \gni  fieopleiif  c  file 

D'Ivoire. 

Pray  for  m.issionaries  Bob  and 
Peggv  Mulkey  who  serve  in 
Rioliamba,  Eiuador  as  they 
have  opixirtunliies  to  counsel 
w  ith  deal  students  and  tlti-ir 
l.iniihes,  Pr.i\  tor  the  salv.ition 
ot  these  students  .ind  lost  i.miiK 
tnernlx'rs. 

Itub^ecrest 

Baptist 

Conference 

Center 


For  retired  ministers 


Mississippi  CBF  names  trio  of  consultants 


JACKSON,  Miss.  (Special) 
—  The  administrative  commit¬ 
tee  ot  the  Mississippi 
Cooperative  Baptist 

Fellowship  (MCBF)  has  named 
three  part-time  consultants  to 
help  the  statewide  Baptist 
organization  in  public  rela¬ 
tions,  networking,  spiritual 
growth  and  ministry  resources. 

"We  are  really  excited  that 
these  consultants  are  joining 
MCBF  to  give  us  professional 
assistance  in  their  areas  of 
expertise,"  said  Bradley  Pope 

of  Clinton,  , - — 1^ 

MCBF  state 
coordinator. 

The  three 
new  consul¬ 
tants  are; 

♦  Stan 
Rushing  of 
Clinton, 
recently 

retired  chap-  Rushing 

Iain  at  ° 

Mississippi  Baptist  Medical 
Center  in  Jackson.  He  will 


ser\e  as  spiritual  growth  and 
ministry  resource  consultant. 

♦  Jim  New’ton  of  Clinton, 
recently  retired  international 
communications  and  media 
relations  director  for  World 
Vision  in  Los  Angeles.  He  will 
serve  as  pub¬ 
lic  relations 
consultant. 

♦  Steve 
Street  of 
Jackson, 
bivocational 

gastor  of 
ivercrest 
Fellowship 

and  owner  of  Newton 

Omega  Auto 

Glass  in  Jackson.  He  will  serve 
as  networking  consultant. 

The  appointments  were 
effective  March  1. 

Rushing  will  consult  with 
churches,  pastors,  and  staff  in 
times  of  crisis.  He  also  will 
plan  and  facilitate  retreats  and 
other  meetings  which  will 
encourage  spiritual  growth 


1999 

Annuitant 

Conference 


employees,  spouses  and 
<i  idows.  To  register,  call 


<vido\ 

8W)-5 


588-7222. 


ANNUITY  BOARD 

()  I  T  H  I  S  O  I  T  H  r  R  N 
H  P  r  I  S  I  C  ()  N  V  K  N  T  I  (1  N 


and  enhance  ministry  skills 
among  pastors,  church  staff, 
and  others.  ,  —  - 

He  is  a ; 
graduate  of! 

M  ississippi  { 

College  with  I 
bachelor  and 
masters 
degrees,  and 
earned  the 
doctor  of  the¬ 
ology  degree  Street 

at  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 

Newton,  63,  a  native  of 
Texas  who  retired  recently  in 
Clinton,  is  a  long-time  profes¬ 
sional  in  Baptist  communica¬ 
tions.  Before  joining  the  World 
Vision  international  staff  in 
1991,  he  was  public  relations 
director  for  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 
Home  Mission  Board  in 
Atlanta;  editor  of  World 
Mission  Journal  published  by 
the  SBC  Brotherhood 
Commission  in  Memphis; 
assistant  director  of  Baptist 


Press;  and  press  representative 
for  Texas  Baptists. 

In  his  role  as  public  relations 
consultant,  Newton  will  work 
with  the  MCBF  communica¬ 
tions  committee  on  public  rela¬ 
tions  issues,  and  will  edit  the 
Mississippi  CBF  Newsletter. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  Baylor 
University,  Waco,  Texas. 

Street,  38,  a  native  of 
Columbus,  has  also  been  a 
youth  and  singles  minister. 

In  his  role  as  networking 
consultant  for  MCBF,  Street 
will  work  with  MCBF  commit¬ 
tees  responsible  for  geographic 
group  meetings  in  Mississippi, 
develop  extensive  netw'orKS 
with  various  groups  involved 
in  MCBF,  and  develop  plans 
for  involving  lay  people  in 


MCBF  life. 

He  is  a  graduate  of 
Mississippi  College  and 
Southwestern  Seminary,  and 
has  completed  his  dissertation 
for  a  doctor  of  minist^  degree 
at  Fuller  Theological  ^minary 
in  Pasadena,  Cafif. 


Hendricks  to 
retire  in  Aug. 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (ABP) 
—  Longtime  Baptist  educator 
William  Hendricks  has 
announced  he  will  retire  at  the 
end  of  August  as  director  of  the 
Baptist  Studies  Program  at 
Texas  Christian  University's 
Brite  Divinity  School. 

Hendricks  was  named  to 
the  post  in  1995.  He  also  is  a 
lecturer  in  theology  at  the 
school  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas, 
which  is  affiliated  with  the 
910,000-member  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ.) 

In  a  teaching  career  span¬ 
ning  nearly  four  decades, 
Hendricfe  taught  dwology  10 
years  at  Soudtem  Seminary  in 
Louisville,  Ky.,  before  redrk^  in 
1995;  20  years  at  Soutihwesl»n 
Seminary  in  Fort  Wfordt;  and 
five  years  at  Golden  Gale 
Seminary  in  Mill  Valley,  Calif. 


Staff  Changes 


R.  Bruce  Hardy,  formerly  of 
Columbus,  ■■ 

music  at  First  | 

Firs?Church. 

North  McComb  Church, 
McComb,  has  called  Chris 
Marengo  as  minister  of  music 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rentals 


and  vouth  effective  Dec.  20.  A 
native  of  Gulfport,  Marengo 
received  his  education  at 
Clarke  College  and  Blue 
Mountain  College.  His  previ¬ 
ous  places  of  service  were 
Northside  Church,  Baker,  La.; 
Slayden  Church,  Marshall 
Coiintv;  and  Toomsuba 
Church,  Lauderdale  County. 

Sardis  Church,  Morton, 
recently  called  John  Cliffton 
Purvis  as  pastor  effective  Jan. 
17.  His  previous  place  of  ser¬ 
vice  was  Rena  Lara  Church  in 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 

Southeastern  Bus  Co. 
Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 


North  Delta  Association.  Purv'is 
recei\'ed  his  education  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 

South  McComb  Churcli, 
McComb,  has  called  Stephanie 
Bowlin  as  minister  of  music 
effective  Ian.  13.  A  native  of 
Mead\  ille,  Bowlin  receiv'ed  her 
education  at  the  University  of 
Southern  Missi.ssippi.  Her  pre- 
\  ions  place  of  service  w'as 
Carmel  Church,  Monticello. 

Michael  Memorial  Church, 
Gulfport,  has  called  Bill  Safley 
as  pastor  effective  Feb.  21.  He  is 
a  native  of  ^ 

Jackson. 

Safley  has 
been  on  staff 
at  Michael 
Memorial 
Church  for 
three  years  as 
administra¬ 
tor/associate 
pastor  and 
served  as  ■' 

interim  pastor  for  one  year.  He 
is  a  retired  heart  surgeon. 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Medical  Insurance 
or  Prescription  Drugs?  If  yes,  Call  Today! 


□  Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room,  Intensive  Care, 
Surgery,  Ambulance.  I — 


□  Medicare  Supplement 

Ages  65  and  over.  T.ow  Rates! 

□  Prescription  Drug  Plan 

You  Pay;  $10.00  for  Generic 

$20.00  for  Name  Brand 
Drug  Plan  pays  the  rest  up  to  a  maximum 
benefit  of  $5^,000  per  family  per  year. 
Honored  at  Walmart,  Freds,  Super  D 
and  many  more! 


Call  today  for  free  information: 

E.F.  Hutton  Insurance 
Marketing 

PO  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047 

1-800-880-2305 

ClJ  Medicare  Supplement 
under  age  65 


Raymond  Road  Church, 
Metro  Association,  distributed 
approximately  500  ")ESUS" 
tapes  to  surrounding  neighbor¬ 
hoods  in  December.  A  group 
will  travel  to  Salisbury, 
Maryland,  in  )uly  to  help 
Harvest  Church  distribute 
about  2,000  of  these  ")ESUS" 
tapes  in  the  Salisbury  commu¬ 
nities.  Harvest  and  Raymond 
Road  churches  formed  a  tour- 
year  partnership  in  April  1998. 


Camp  Lakeside,  located  in 
Tallahatchie  County  and  oper¬ 
ated  by  the  North  Central 
Association,  recently  presented 
a  plaque  to  Ramona  Adams  in 
honor  of  her  work  and  dedica¬ 
tion  as  the  camp's  treasurer. 
Three  hundred  dollars  was 


also  placed  into  the  camp's 
building  fund  in  her  honor. 
Truman  Scarborough,  director 
of  missions,  presented  the 
plaque  to  Adams.  Call  the 
camp  at  (601)  647-2834  for 
additional  information  on  the 
dates  for  summer  camp. 


(Church  of  the 
Good  Shepherd), 
Sebastopol 
Church, 
.Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention,  and 
the  churches  of 
Scott  Baptist 
Association.  The 
building  was  built 
by  volunteer  labor 
at  a  cost  of 
$143,999.50.  Jose 
Lopez  (pictured)  is 
pastor. 


Ivan  Parker, 

Gospel  Music 
Dove  .Award  w  in¬ 
ner,  wdll  be  in  con¬ 
cert  at  Calvary 
Church,  West 
Point;  on  March  14.  For  more 
information  call  (601)  494-4421. 

Calvary  Church,  New 
Augusta, '  will  host  Terry  Joe 


Adams  and  Scarborough 


■■.Gistom 

"^huidi 

Interiors 

SchCilulO  J  IIKVlIItg  UKla>.  ill 
no  tiblip.uion,  \(nir 

rvruw.rtuMt  tKwiv 

1  800  654  1294 


Renovate  Now! 

Let  C  uMiim  Church  Interiors  assist  >our 
church  in  updating  its  lacililies  for  tnin- 
isirs  in  the  new  niilleniiini.  We  handle  all 
details  by  providing  these  services: 

'  •  Architectiirul  Design 

#  Interior  Color-.Slj  ling 

#  ('(instruction 

#  Furnishings 


Lopez 

Ferrell  in  concert  on  March  13 
at  7  p.m.  The  annual  Turner 
Memtwial  Day  w’ith  dinner  on 
the  grounds  arid  singing  wnll  be 
held  on  March  14. 


Freedom  Church,  Laurel,  held  ground  breaking  ceremonies  for  a  new  multi-purpo^ 
ing  on  )an.  31 .  The  picture  includes  member  of  the  long  range  planning  commtttee,  building 
committee,  and  deacons,  Robby  lohnson  is  pastor. 


Friendship  Church,  Pontotoc  Association,  recently  held  its  GA 
and  Acteen  Recognition  Service  with  the  theme  "Letting  your  Light 
Shine."  Pictured  (from  left,  first  row)  are  Ashley  Russell,  crown  bear¬ 
er;  jennie  Graves,  GA;  Lauren  Treadaway,  scepter  bearer;  Taylor 
Laney,  crown  bearer;  -Anna  Claire  Flake,  GA.  (second  row)  Mryl 
Tutor,  Acteen  charge;  April  Bramlitt,  queen;  Allison  Shumaker,  GA; 
Melissa  Powell,  queen;  Carrie  Ann  Bramlitt,  queen  with  scepter; 
Kay  Nowlin,  GA  charge.  Betty  Stewart  is  GA  leader,  )ackie  Reeves 
and  Synthia  Bramlitt  are  Acteen  leaders. 

‘‘AN  EVENING  WITH 
STEVE  GREEN” 


Friday,  March  19. 

7:00  p.m. 

First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 
$10.00  Adults  -  $12.00  at  door 
$5.00  for  Children 

( 1 2  years  and  under) 

For  further  information  call  949-1900 
Sponsored  by  the  Young  Married  Adult  Ministry  at  FBCJ. 


Till  Hm’iisi  Ri ■  OKI) 


-  March  11,  1999 


KJV  PURPOSE  REVIEWED 


appears  to  be  putting  the 
thoughts  of  Almighty  God  on 
paper.  The  KJV  translators  and 
others  have  done  well  under 
the  guidance  of  the  author. 
Robert  Lightsey 
Laurel 


The  simp^le  and  plain  truth 
is  that  no  Christian,  not  even 
the  wisest  and  best  saint  in  the 
world,  can  understand  every¬ 
thing  in  the  Bible.  "The  secret 
things  belong  unto  the  Lord 
our  God."  God  said  it,  1  believe 
it,  and  that  settles  it  for  me. 
Herbert  Holt 
Bartahatchie  Church, 
Caledonia 


LETTER  WAS  OFFENSIVE 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


CLASSIFIED  AOS 

RATE:  50  cents  per^Mird,  $5  minimum.  Cash  wRh  onkf  except  on  contract  advertising.  Include  name,  address,  zip  code,  artd  phone 
riumber  in  wofd  csiit  No  blind  ads.  ONLY  WMTmi  ADS  ACOVTED. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 


PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  LAPLACE,  WALTON  COUNTY  BAPTIST 

and  church  groups.  From  $59.95  per  LOUISIANA  is  searching  for  an  Interim  ASSOCIATION  in  Northwest  Florida  is 
day/  limited  free  miles/7  to  15-seat,  minister  of  music  to  direct  the  adult  choir  seeking  a  Director  of  Missions  for  the 
Occasionally  for  sale:  quality  used  on  Wednesday  nights  and  serve  as  music  Walton  County  Association,  Defuniak 
vans.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jackson,  worship  leader  for  both  Sunday  services.  Stwings,  Fla.  Please  send  resumes  by 
(601)  948-3391 .  SitKe  1965.  For  details,  contact  Rev.  Majctr  Speights  at  March  8,  1999  to  Rev.  Mike  McVay, 

GROWING  5,000  MEMBER  CHURCH  (504)  652-6219  or  Teri  Noel  at  (504)  652-  Chairman  (X3M  Search  Committee,  P  O 
in  (Georgia  is  adding  to  their  ministerial  1816.  Fax  resumes  to  (.504)  652-5136.  Box  2005,  Red  f.ay,  FL  32455. 
staff  and  accepting  applications  for  the  BRANSON 
folkiwing  positions:  minister  of  c»duca- 

tion,  minister  of  administration,  minister  nights  and  get  2  extra  nights  free- 
to  college,  minister  to  single's,  minister  to  in  house  c  offw  and  tea.  $100.00  daily  TEMPLE 
middle  school,  orchc'stra  director,  and  inc.  tax.  Register  for  free  return  trip  has  5  pr'ws  (1 
ladit>s'  counselor.  For  more  information  and  3  king  quilts.  (601 )  746-4632  are  asking  $  1 25  eat  h 
or  to  send  a  recommendation,  tonlact  CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  windows  0362  for  intormation. 

Christy  Murphy,  {'astade  Hills  Baptist  for  churt  lies  and  homes.  Stained  FOR  SAIF:  Hammc 
Church,  727  54th  Street,  Columbus,  CiA  Cilasswork-.,  Int .  1-800-605-2970.  Spinnet,  Real  good  ( 

31904  or  call  Rick  Milner  at  A  LITTLE  FRIENDLY  COMPETITION?  leslie  speaker  #14' 

(7(K))  327-5743,  ext  18.  I  aser  Zone  "Mississi|)pi’s  I  argesi  Laser  c.ill  (228)  4  '  i-9(,97. 

WANTED:  MISSIONARY-MINDED  lag  Arena  (.rouprat.-s  I.Kk-iiis  BELLE  CHASSt,  LA  —  FIRST  BAPTIST 
<ou()le  to  serve  the  I  ord  in  a  home  <  .ir-  Video  arcatle,  snack  bar.  .-Mt  ohol  anti  CHURCH.  lull-lime  minister  tit 

ing  lor  children  nec*tling  a  plate  to  smoke-free  f  hiltlren,  voulh  adults.  music\outh:  st'nd  resumes  to:  Search 
live.  This  evangelical  organi/.ition  has  Brandon,  , MS  ((>01  r ‘192-8004  (  ommilli-e,  8828  Hwy  .!  i  Belle 

•msti  miH'lmg  the  physical,  emotion.il  CROUPS  —  CALL  KELLER'S  COUN-  Chasse,  lA  7(io37 
and  spiritual  n(*eds  of  t  hiltlren  lor  l(it  TRY  DORM  RESORT.  1  ureka  Sfirings,  FERRIDAT — FIRST  CHURL  H  lull-time 
M-ars  Not  a  lieh.ivior  mtMlilit  ation  Ark,  for  front  st  ats  at  I  he  lire, it  minister  ol  music ,  seixl  lesunK's  to  :  First 
tai  (Illy.  I  omiK'titive  s.ilarv  .mrl  other  P.ission  PI, tv,  plus  lode.ing  rt't  le.ition  B.ipiia  i  liun  h  Attn  Se.m  h  <  tMiimiltee, 
t  om)M’ns,itions  which  inr  hide  hmis  .ind  rnc.iK  ,ill  loi  just  S  15.00  e.ith'  I’.O  Bov  18(>,  ferrid.!'.,  t -3  “ll!4. 
ing.  ((mmI,  insurance  and  rt'liremenl.  Free  intormation  -  (501 1  .’5  1-84 1 8  YOUTH  Ol)TINf,S?  t  Hiltkxir  ixiintball 
(.ill  Ml  Taylor  at  P.ilmei  tlonu  loi  CATLINBLiRG  RENTAL  SPFt  lAl  g.ime-.!  ^<•.ll-r(Xl:Hl'  I'-  ve.irs  t'xix-ri- 

(  hiltlren  (ftOI  I  328-52 1(>.  Incredibit  week-d,i\  s.ivmg-  .>n  ent  <  B<xik  yt>uis  tixi.iv '  Curry  (  n-ek 

EXCITING,  DYNAMIC  YOUTH  PAS-  (.BR/7BA  ItKlge  ta<  mg  >0  loot  mesmei  (  hittkxirs,  I  l»>l  (  ltd  Hwv  49,  S  min.irv, 
TOR  looking  for  a  full  lime  (Kisiimn.  i/ing  walerlall'  V\.is  leiiletl  during  ,MS  l'i479.  (iiOl)  722-")OiX). 

(  .ill,  e  mail  or  write*  lor  more  iiiloima-  Thanksgiving  1‘(‘)8  loi  $750  (n'r  night  INTERIOR  ELEMENTS  STAINED 
lion.  Phone  228-7(>9-62Hl ,  e  m.iil  For  details  on  $250  |iei  night  s(X't  ial.  GLASS  STUDIO:  Windows  tor  churt  h 
shawndpWearthlink.tom  Shawn  tall  Chrisli.in  owner  (800)  5t8-()126  or  home.  Allied  MenilH-r  American 
Panni,  809  Seattive,  Pascagoula,  MS  Weekends  also  ayail.ible  at  reasonable  Sot  lelv  ol  Interioi  Designers, 
39581-2126.  rates,  www.tjar.idiselalls.tom  ( oltimbus,  (6()I)  128-I8‘f9 


When  in  the  Judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


4808  Palmer  Park  Blvd. 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  80915 


PEWS,  NEW  &  used. 
Stay  3  nights,  4th  night  free  or  stay  5  Baptistries,  stet'ples,  &  stainc'd  glass, 

Frt'e  MS  A  A1  .  1-800-830-0583. 

BAPTIST  CHURCH 
2-44  feet)  for  sale.  We 
Call  (601)  346- 


M$  Positions  Available 


A  SMALL  BUT  DYNAMIC  SBC 
CHURCH  in  the  Raymond  area  is 
seeking  someone  who  is  bi-voca- 
tional  or  a  student  to  lead  in  the 
development  ol  ministries  in  musit , 
voulh  and  t  hiltlren.  Strong  lay  lead¬ 
ership  will  assist.  The  t  hurt  h  has  a 
woiiflertul  and  loving  lellovvship 
which  IS  < filtered  in  strong  Bible 
le.K  liing.  Ple.isi*  call:  857  31  18  or 
885-2002 

A  GROWING  EVANGELICAL 
CHURCH  is  seeking  .i  Uill-timt> 
voulh/nuisii  mimstt'r.  Housinii  pro 
V  ideil  Send  resimn-  to. 
Phil,ulel()hi,i  B.iptisi  (  burr  h.  l(>4(i 
Hw  v  550  N  W  ,  Wesson  MS 
191<M 

PART-TIMI  MINISTER  Of  MUSIC: 

Fust  H,iplis|  ((lurch  ot  t.innin  is 
se.iriliing  to  till  this  (>,irt  time  (losi 
lion  -\  great  opjiortiinily  ne,ir  the 
reseivoir  Sr'nd  resumi'S  tfi  Search 
( Ommitlee,  FlU  of  tannin,  101 
t  hurch  Kd.,  Brandon,  MS  39047. 


Correction 


Caley  Ray  Nichols  was 
sfaK'd  in  error  as  the  pastor  of 
Hij>hland  (  hurch,  Vicksburg, 
in  the  issue  of  March  4.  He 
served  as  interim  pastor  at 
Highland  Church  from  Dec. 
1991  to  lune  1995. 


March  11, 1999 


dream  of  life  in  Christ 


Ethiopian  dreams  new 


"When  1  didn't  have  any 
money,  1  would  beat  people 
and  take  it  from  them,"  he  said. 

Last  spring  Ersedo  met 
Ngosh  Gemeda,  an  Ethiopian 
bcMiever.  Gemeda,  who  works 
with  Southern  Baptist  person¬ 
nel  in  Ethiopia,  built  a  relation- 
vith  Ersedo  and  shared 
spel  with  him. 
lere  was  something  dis¬ 
turbing  me  from  the  inside  but 
I  wondered  w'hy  God  would 
want  me.  I'm  such  a  mi.serable 
guy,"  Ersedo  said. 

That's  when  Ersedo  accept¬ 
ed  C^d's  free  gift  of  salvation. 

"  ■  ■  ;iven  me  peace; 

bother  me  like 


ADDIS  ABABA,  Ethiopia 
(BP)  —  As  a  child,  Elias  Ersedo 
woke  up  in  the  mornings,  not 
to  the  sound  of  an  alarm  clock, 
but  to  the  howl  of  hyenas. 

Instead  of  curing  his  morn¬ 
ing  hunger  pains  with  a  bowl  of 
cereal  and  a  glass  of  orange 
juice,  Elias  would  hope  some-  ship  v 
body  threw  away  enough  table  the  go; 
scrapings  that  He  could  piece 
together  a  meal. 

For  many  years,  the  garbage 
dump  in  Addis  Ababa, 

Ethiopia,  was  Elias'  home  away 
from  nome.  His  parents  could¬ 
n't  afford  all  eight  of  their  chil¬ 
dren,  so  8-year-oId  Elias  tried  to  "God  has 
become  self-sufficient.  things  don't 

Both  of  his  parents  had  lep-  before,"  he  said, 

rosy  —  a  disease  that  infects  400  Ersedo  then  mov’ed  back  in 

million  people  w'orldwide,  90%  with  his  parents  and  helps  sup- 


not  often  proclaimed. 
Addis  Ababa,  Ethiopia's 
capital,  is  one  of  100  cities 
that  the  AD  2000  organiza¬ 
tion  has  designated  as  a 
"Gateway  City." 

Every  ethnic  people 
group  in  Ethiopia  is  repre¬ 
sented  in  .Addis  Ababa,  and  I 
the  city  is  a  strategic  link  to 
neighboring  Muslim  coun¬ 
tries  such  as  Sudan. 

Recognizing  God's 
desire  for  the  good  news  of 
salyation  to  be  spread 
across  the  region,  Southern 
Baptist  '  representatiyes 
opened  the  Leadership 
Training  Center  in  Ethiopia. 

There  they  train  national 
Christians  to  preach  in 
Addis  Ababa,  in  a  hope 
that  by  bringing  reyiyal 


Jesus  Christ 


^l^uests  the  !HonoTj 
of  ybur ‘Presence  L 
in  tHeaven!  I 


Yoi'  Can  Rkspond  Ru;ht  Now! 

Sfmply  share  the  follow  ini’  prayer 

with  God  in  your  ow  n  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  1  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2, 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 
(I  repent.) 

3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(/  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith.  I  invite  Jesus  Chri.st 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(i  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him.  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 

children  pf  G(Hl.  even  to  those  w  he 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  tor 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


"I'm  a  child  of  God  and  a 
child  of  my  parents  too,"  he  said. 

"I  felt  like  I  should  help  them." 

By  reaching  Ethiopians  like 
Ersedo  in  Addis  Ababa, 

Southern  Baptists  and  other 
Great  Commission  Christians  city's  boundaries 


Ersedo 


“Preaching  and  the 
Renewal  of  the  Church 


Beeson  Divinity  Chapel  -  Samford  University  -  Birmingham,  Alabama 
$35  per  person  (includes  lunch;  reservations  required) 
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PLENARY  SESSIONS 

Will  be  led  by  CALVIN  MILLER,  I  lMOTHY  GEORGE, 
ROBERT  SMITH  and  MARK  DEVER. 


GREECE 

‘99 

June  1-14,  1999 


For  more  information  about  the  speakers  and  conference 
or  to  register,  call  Lyn  Boyer  at  1  -800-888-8266. 


Blancato,  SBC  child-care  coor¬ 
dinator  from  First  Church, 


Classical  and  Biblical  Greece 
Cruise  to  Islands  and  Turkey 


Archaeological  Discovery 
Cultural  Understanding 
Spiritual  Inspiration 


SAMfORD  University 

RlRMINr.HAM.  ALABAMA  15J5«  IJ'J 

(305)  *70-3991 
htipV/beeson  samford  cdu 


Are  your  seniors  bred  of 
crawbng  over  the 
HUMP?  The  solution  is 
a  15-passenger  van 
with  an  aisie.  raised  roof 
&  electnc  step. 

oai  vm  *  Bus  1)Dd^lt  i-0a>43(Kae22 

BUSESi  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS! 


Dr.  Roger  Greene,  Host 
Box  1105,  Clinton,  MS  39060 
(601)  924-5403 

E-Mail  GreeneBWE@aol.com 


March  11, 1999 


The  Baptist  Record 


Family  Bible  Series 

Bear  witness 


John  1:19-34 


Beth  W.  Cat 


John  the  Baptist  had  exciting 
news.  It  was  something  new 
and  different,  news  for  which 
people  had  been  waiting  a 
long,  long  time.  People  went 
out  from  town  to  hear  the  mes¬ 
sage  from  this  man  who  ate 
locusts  and  honey.  He  was  even 
clothed  in  animal,  skins.  How 
strange!  Even  the  priests  and 
Levites  couldn't  wait  to  ask 
him,  "Who  are  you?" 

Before  John  answered  that 
question,  he  first  told  them 
who  he  was  not.  He  answered 
that  he  was  not  the  Christ  and 
then  that  he  was  not  Elijah  and 
not  The  Prophet.  He  said  he 


was,  "...A  voice  of  one 
crying  in  the  wilder¬ 
ness,  'Make  straijght 
the  way  of  the  LorcL'" 
In  those  days  roads 


Cape 


our  lives.  Today  I  was 
thinking  about  what  I 
might  tell  them  when 
they  ask  how  things  are 
going.  My  most  exciting 
news  is  tnat  after  seven 
years  of  diapers,  my 
"baby"  is  now  potty 
trained!  Praise  God  for 
the  everyday  joys  that 
he  gives  us  in  our  lives. 

It's  easy  and  natural 


were  not  very  good,  so  if  a  king  for  us  to  share  exciting  news 
was  coming  to  visit  a  town,  the  with  others.  Why  is  it  some- 


town  prepared  by  straighten¬ 
ing  the  road.  John  came  to  tell 
people  about  the  coming  king. 
What  exciting  news! 

What  exciting  news  do  you 
have  today?  Later  today  I'm 
going  to  my  book  club  meeting. 
This  is  a  group  of  ladies  that 
I've  met  with  weekly  for  the 
past  seven  years.  Though  most 
of  our  time  is  spent  talking 
about  the  book  we've  all  react, 
we  often  share  exciting  news  in 


Life  and  Work 

Paying  the  price 


Mark  10:17-31 


By  Doug  Bain 


"If  the  prices  are  not  listed 
on  the  menu,  you  may  not  want 
to  ask!"  We  are,  however,  price 
conscious.  And  yet,  many  peo¬ 
ple  contemplate  Christianity 
unaware  of  tne  cost  required  in 
following  Jesus  once  one  is  a 
true  believer.  Clarence  Jordan 
reportedly  told  his  attorney 
brother  who  refused  a  case 
involving  racial  justice,  'You 
need  to  go  back  to  our  boyhood 
church  and  tell  the  preacher 
man  that  you  have  changed 
your  mine!.  You  don't  really 
want  to  "follow  Jesus"  after  all. 
You  just  want  to  admire  him." 
Following  Jesus  in  discipleship 
is  indeed  a  bold  venture! 

A  matter  of  treasure  (vv.  17- 


21).  The  young 
man's  ciuestion 
about  inneriting 
eternal  life  was 
apparently  sincere, 
and  he  did  get  the  "inherit" 
part  correct.  Yet  his  question 
contained  an  inherent  conflict 
"what  must  I  do?"  Jesus'  initial 
response  framed  the  rest  of  his 
answer:  "are  you  acknowledg¬ 
ing  me  as  Lord?"  This  is  the  ini¬ 
tial  question  for  each  of  us. 

Jesus'  next  response  may 
catch  us  off  guard:  "keep  the 
commandments  and  eternal  life 
is  yours,"  but  that  is  why  we 
need  a  ^vior  —  "no  not  one" 
can  possibly  do  that.  The  young 
man  said,  "All  these  L  have 
kept."  Jesus'  response  in  v.  21 
revealed  the  young  man  had 


times  so  hard  for  us  to  "wit¬ 
ness" —  to  share  the  exciting 
news  of  Christ  and  what  he  is 
doing  in  our  lives? 

Like  the  people  asked  John 
the  Baptist,  l  asK  you:  Who  are 
you?  Do  you  believe  that  Jesus  is 
the  Son  of  the  Almighty  God?  Is 
that  same  Jesus  your  Savior  and 
Lord?  Do  you  believe  in  his 
power  to  do  anything  in  your 
life?  If  not,  then  you  don't  know 
him  well  enough.  Maybe  you've 


missed  at  least  two  of 
them.  He  had  not  reas¬ 
sured  God  above  all  else 
and  he  had  lied  about 
keeping  them  all. 

Jesus  indicated  that  the 
one  thing  he  had  not  done 
had  kept  him  away  from 
life.  He  had  not  treasured 
God  alone  above  all  else. 
He  was,  therefore,  doing 
religion  in  his  own  way. 
That  had  separated  him  from 
God.  Bold  discipleship  calls  for 
perceptive  honesty  about  trea¬ 
suring  God  above  all  else. 

Entering  kingdom  gates  (w. 
22-25).  The  young  man's  "face 
fell"  because  he  saw  the  conflict 
in  his  values  and  he  fell  before 
the  challenge.  He  would  not 
relinquish  either  his  great  wealth 
or  his  own  way  of  doing  reli¬ 
gion.  Jesus  took  that  opportunity 
to  sound  a  warning  about  afflu¬ 
ence.  The  text  suggests  to  us  that 
when  we  expect  to  enjoy  all  the 
privileges  of  contemporary  con- 
sumeristic  culture  and  alk>  the 


just  forgotten.  It's  easy  to  forget 
in  our  world  which  is  so  crowd¬ 
ed  with  everything  but  God. 

If  we  really  believe  that  God  is 
Gcxl  and  all  that  that  mearts,  we 
must  live  that  way.  We  must  find 
the  time  to  pray  and  to  study  his 
word.  I've  always  heard  the  say¬ 
ing,  "We  make  time  for  things 
we  really  want  to  do." 

There's  a  verse  that  1  often 
Quote  to  myself:  "For  it  is  God 
tnat  workefh  in  you  both  to  will 
and  to  do  of  his  good  pleasure" 
(Phil.  2:13).  Many  times  I've 
claimed  this  verse  as  I've  been 
led  to  do  things  that  1  didn't 
want  to  do.  "Lord,  you  said  you 
would  give  me  the  will  to  do  it. 
If  you'll  make  me  want  to,T'll 
do  it."  It  really  works! 

How”  long  has  it  been  since 
you've  shared  your  faith  with 
someone?  Remember  that  you 
share  your  faith  (or  lack  of  it) 
every  day  whether  you  are 
aware  of  it  or  not.  Tnere's  a 


status  benefits  of  Christianity, 
we  are  totally  unaware  of  the 
value  conflict.  Responding  to 
amazed  in^irers,  Jesus  might 
say  today,  "The  largest  vehicle  in 
the  convoy  could  get  through 
the  smallest  fiber  optic  passage 
more  easily  than  self-sufficient 
affluence  can  enter  kingdom 
gates."  Values  in  conflict!  Costly 
discipleship!  We  are  all  affluent. 

Only  on  God's  terms  (w.  26- 
27).  The  disciples,  as  do  we,  reg¬ 
istered  yet  more  amazement. 
Jesus  persisted  in  violating  their 
standards,  as  he  does  ours.  If 
those  with  affluence  and  who 
abide  by  all  the  "religious  rules" 
are  actually  moving  away  from 
the  kingdom,  who  can  possibly 
ever  make  it? 

As  Jesus  contradicts  our 
expectations,  he  responds  to  our 
amazement  simply:  being  saved 
is  alwavs  and  only  on  God's 
terms.  C)nly  as  we  trust  absolute¬ 
ly  God's  provision  through  Jesus 
can  we  be  saved,  enter  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  be  disciples. 


story  I  once  heard  about  Saint 
Francis  of  Assisi  who  invited  a 
young  monk  to  acconmany  him 
to  town  to  preach.  The  novice 
was  honored  at  the  opportunity. 
The  two  set  out  for  the  city  then 
walked  up  and  down  the  main 
street,  then  several  side  streets. 
They  chatted  with  peddlers  and 
greeted  the  citizens.  After  some 
time  they  returned  by  another 
route  to  the  abbey.  The  younger 
man  reminded  Francis  of  his 
original  intent.  "You  have  for¬ 
gotten,  Father,  that  we  went  to 
town  to  preach." 

"My  son,  "  he  replied,  "we 
have  preached.  We  nave  been 
seen  ny  many.  Our  behavior 
was  closely  watched.  Our  atti- 
tudes  were  closely  measured. 
Our  words  have  been  over¬ 
heard.  It  was  by  thus  that  we 
preached  our  morning  sermon." 

Cape  is  director  of  children  and 
familp  ministry  at  First  Church, 
Picayune. 


A  promise  for  bold  disci¬ 
ples  (w.  28-31).  Peter  respond¬ 
ed  in  pride,  unaware  that,  once 
again,  he  had  missed  the  point. 

"Look  at  us,  look  what  we 
have  done."  Jesus  suggested 
that  they  will  be  rewarefed  who 
truly  leave  all  because  of  choic¬ 
es  which  grow  from  absolute 
trust  in  God.  Those  who,  like 
Adam,  grasp  for  significance 
and  status,  end  up  last.  Thost 
who  do  not  posture  themselves 
into  prominence,  but  faithfully 
follow  the  Suffering  Servant, 
receive  their  significance  and 
status  from  God. 

Bold  discipleship  runs 
counter  to  the  life  that  is  traced 
out  for  US'  by  society's  value 
patterns,  expectation  levels, 
and  moral  horizons.  Bold  disci¬ 
pleship  surrenders  "in  Adam" 
patterns,  receiving  the  gift  of 
being  "in  Christ  Jesus,"  mllow- 
ing  him  as  Lord. 

Bain  is  chairman  and  professor 
of  the  Biblical  Division  at  Blue 
Mountain  College. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Praise  to  the  Creator 


Psalm  8:1-9 


Ken  Hester 


This  month  people  will  clam¬ 
or  for  seats  ana  sacrificially  give 
of  their  time  and  money  just  to 
experience  the  thrill  —  not  of 
worship  services  —  but  college 
basketball.  Sports'  analysts  will 
expound  upon  the  greatness  of 
players,  teams,  coaches, 
schools,  and  fans.  As  thrilling  as 
March  Madness  is,  it  pales  in 
comparison  to  the  actual  worth 
of  our  Lord.  Tix)  often,  we  get 
distracted  from  the  truly  signif¬ 
icant  by  the  deceptively  loud. 

Psalm  8  is  a  hymn  of  joy.  As 
David  pondered  the  greatness 
of  God,  he  could  not  contain  his 
adoration  in  private  devotions. 
This  song  or  Gtxl's  greatness 
must  be  shared  with  all  who 
worship  him. 


God's  greatness  is 
explosive  f8:la). 

David  beean  his  ado-  „ 
ration  calling  on  the 
total  character  of  God  by  using 
God's  personal  name.  Having 
the  word  "LORD,"  in  all  capi¬ 
tal  letters,  signals  to  the 
English  reader  that  the  Hebrew 
writer  used  the  proper  name  of 
God,  Yahweh.  The  Hebrews 
thought  the  vocalization  of 
someone's  name  was  an  inti¬ 
mate  gesture. 

This  thinking,  coupled  with 
their  thoughts  about  the  name 
of  God  being  holy,  forbade  the 
reader  to  read  "Yahweh" 
aloud.  Instead,  they  spoke  the 
word  "Lord,"  keeping  it  in  cap¬ 
ital  letters  for  the  readers  to 
understand  the  difference. 

David's  second  use  of  the 


word  "Lord,"  in  lower 
case  letters,  declares  his 
personal  submission  to 
the  great  God.  The  explo¬ 
sive  nature  of  God's 
greatness  frames  both 
ends  of  this  psalm.  (8:9) 
God's  greatness  is 
expansive  (8:lb-2). 

Hester  only  recog¬ 

nized  God  s  excellent 
ing  majesty  in  the  world,  but  also 
ing  beyond  the  heavens.  When  I 
ipi-  begin  to  dwell  on  the  greatness 
the  of  God,  my  mind  first  is  awed 
ew  by  his  creativity  in  nature.  Then 
;  of  my  mind  pushes  upward  to  the 
■ws  heavens.  God's  infinite  great- 
of  ness,  however,  goes  beyond  the 
riti-  heavens.  God's  expansive  great¬ 
ness  staggers  the  complex  mind 
'ith  and  can  only  truly  be  grasped  in 
me  sinmle,  child-like  faith, 
the  God's  greatness  is  exhilarat- 
?h"  ing.  Humanity  is  uplifted  when 
the  we  dwell  on  the  greatness  of 
ap-  Gcxl.  His  greatness  elevates  us 
to  to  be  and  cio  what  God  intend¬ 
ed  for  us  to  do  at  creation.  His 
the  activity  in  our  lives  honors  us. 


We  are  honored  by  God's 
attention  (8:3-5).  Gcxl  gives  his 
attention  to  the  place  of  human¬ 
ity.  In  verse  three,  we  see 
David's  theological  concepts  as 
he  Icxiked  at  the  night  sky. 

During  the  day,  a  shep¬ 
herd's  activity  kept  him  busy 
and  focused  on  sheep.  The 
night,  however,  brought  a  still¬ 
ness  for  one  to  think  higher 
notions.  Lcxiking  at  the  conste- 
lations,  David  realized  that 
those  were  the  work  of  God 
and  belonged  to  him. 

God  also  gives  his  attention 
to  the  pity  of  humanity.  In 
verse  four,  David  useef  the 
Hebrew  word  "enosh"  to 
describe  man  as  feeble  and 
frail,  rather  than  the  other 
Hebrew  word  describing 
man's  power  and  strength. 

Goers  visiting  feeble  man 
was  not  to  inflict  punishment 
which  is  sometimes  the  case  of 
God's  visitation  in  other  Old 
Testament  passages.  In  this 
passage,  "visit"  is  used  to 
show  now  God  comes  to  man 


to  show  mercy,  to  deliver,  and 
to  bless. 

Gcxl  also  gives  his  attention 
to  the  position  of  humanity. 
Henry  Melvill  in  1854  once 
wrote,  "It  is  a  mysterious  thing, 
...that  there  has  arisen  a 
Redeemer  of  fallen  men,  but 
not  of  fallen  angels."  God  has 
given  us  a  granci  position  and  a 
grand  assignment. 

We  are  honored  by  God's 
assignment  (8:6-8).  Joseph  Hall, 
Bishop  of  Norwich,  1574-1656, 
once  wrote,  "But,  O  Gcxi,  what 
a  little  lord  hast  thou  made  over 
this  great  world!"  Verse  six 
reminds  us  that  our  divine 
assignment  is  to  be  gexxd  stew¬ 
ards  of  the  divine  work  of  Gcxi. 
This  assignment  covers  land 
(8:7),  air  (8:8a),  and  sea  (8:8b). 

Clod's  greatness  compared 
with  humanity's  feebleness  can 
only  evoke  our  praise  of  the 
Most  High.  "O  LORD  our 
Lord,  how  majestic  is  Thy 
name  in  all  the  earth!" 

Hester  is  pastor  of  Mantee 
Church,  Mantee. 


Neighbor’s  revival  invitation  sparks  family 


dered  to  his  original  call  at  22.  He  serv'ed  as 
a  pastor  on  the  Gila  River  Indian 
Reservation  near  Phoneix  and  in  White 
Tanks,  Ariz.;  Grand  Junction,  Colo.;  Vernal 
Utah;  and  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho;  before 
accepting  his  current  position  in  1994. 

Throughout  his  ministry  Stoneman  has 
learned  to  deal  v.^ith  what  he  calls  the  "Ya'll 
Come  Yo-Yo"  so  prevalent  in  Southern 
Baptist  churches  outside  the  South. 

'’Maybe  it  happens  in  other  places,  but 
out  here  there's  a  tendency  to  reel  like  its 
impossible  to  reach  the  indigenous  com¬ 
munity,  so  the  effort  is  on  finding  people 
that  look  like  us,  talk  like  us,  and  think  like 
us,"  he  said. 

The  problem  comes  when  the  economy 
shifts  and  those  from  outside  are  the  first  to 
leave  making  it  difficult  for  the  small 
chun  s  to  even  survive  -  much  less  to  be 
effechv  e  at  reaching  the  people  around  them. 

"The  heartbeat  of  the  communitv  is  not 
their  heartbeat,"  Stoneman  said.  The 
pted  church  declines,  only  to  "yo-yo"  back  to 
etely,  survival  status  with  the  next  economic 
dlled  upturn. 

neer.  "So  we  have  to  learn  how  as  churches 
came  out  here  to  pierce  the  heart  of  our  commu- 
rches  nity  and  win  the  people  who  are  indige- 
o  the  nous  to  our  communities  to  Christ,  and 
mis-  build  churches  that  are  not  fortresses  but 
Colo,  rather  are  groups  knocking  dow'n 
?ach-  the  fortresses  that  surround 
istor,  them,"  he  said.  uOOV 

part-  "The  fields  are  white  unto  har- 
iuing  vest  here,"  he  added.  "We  just 
rren-  need  some  more  harvesters."  bfr*  ' ■* 


SALT  LAKE  CITY  —  Herb  Stoneman 
doesn't  hesitate  to  sing  the  praises  of  well- 
planned  revival  services. 

As  a  pastor  and  denominational  evange¬ 
lism  leader  he’s  seen  plenty  of  successes,  to 
be  sure.  But  one  source  of  Stoneman's  pas¬ 
sion  goes  back  to  his  childhood,  when  a 
neighbor  invited  the  family  to  "pack-a- 
pew"  night  at  a  local  church’s  revival. 

His  father  accepted  Christ  that  night, 
sparking  a  move  of  God  that  changed  the 
entire  family  forever,  and,  in  turn,  the  lives 
of  thousands  who  found  Christ  through 


their  combined  ministries. 

"Tve  often  wondered  what  would  have 
happened  if  the  Willeys  (the  neighbor  fam¬ 
ily)  nad  said,  "Well,  tnose  people  have  no 
interest  in  Christ,  their  lives  are  not  worth 
messing  with,’"  he  said.  "You  have  to  thank 
the  Lord  for  people  who  are  just  bold 
enough  to  invite  somebody  to  go  to  church 
with  them." 

As  evangelism  consultant  for  the  Utah- 
Idaho  Soutnem  Baptists,  it  is  Stoneman’s 
task  to  help  152  cnurches  and  missions 
share  his  passion  for  seeing  the  lost  come 
^  to  Christ.  He  and  his  wife,  Jeanette,  are 
I  among  the  missionaries  featured  in  this 
H  year’s  Week  of  Prayer  for  North 
T  American  Missions,  March  7-14. 

I  The  Week  of  Prayer  is  part  of  the 


ON  THE  ROAD  —  While 
a  home  office  is  his  headquar¬ 
ters,  missionary  Herb 

Stoneman  spends  much  of  his 
time  on  the  road  helping 
churches  reach  the  communi¬ 
ties  around  them  with  the 
gospel.  Stoneman  is  evange¬ 
lism  consultant  for  the  Utah- 
Idaho  Southern  Baptist 
Convention.  (Photo  by  James 
Dotson) 


Last  fall  a  young  man  whose  friendships,"  he  said.  have  made  a  commitment  to 

family  is  from  Hong  Kong  and  Last  year  BSM  members  Cross-seekers,  a  covenant  which 

who  had  a  nominal  Christian  took  a  survey,  asking  what  students  make  to  live  a  commit- 

background  expressed  his  feel-  were  the  most  important  needs  ted  Christian  life, 
ings  of  emptiness  and  stress,  of  U  of  C  students.  When  they  They  have  a  praise  and  wor- 
Cruikshank  led  him  to  the  Lord  learned  that  time  management  ship  time  called  "Oasis"  each 
and  is  now  discipline  him  in  a  and  finding  i’  „  ~  ” 

study  of  the  book  of  John.  purpose  of  life  were  high  on  the 

Cruikshank  notes  that  often  list,  they  asked  guest  speakers 
BSM  students  themselves  lead  to  address  these  needs, 
their  friends  to  the  Lord.  TTie  BSM  has  Bible  studies, 

"Students  usually  don't  one  led  by  a  member  of  Calgary 

respond  to  Christ  through  Chinese  Baptist  Church, 

impersonal  approaches.  They  Another  Bible  study  is  led  by  the 


the  meaning  and  Tuesday  and  on  Thursday 
"Crossroads  Cafe",  a  drop-in 
sandwich  lunch  which  costs  a 
toonie  (two-dollar  coin). 

Cruikshank’s  commitment 
to  Baptist  Student  Ministries 
and  the  hope  of  reaching  stu¬ 
dents  for  Jesus  Christ  comes 
naturally.  He  became  a 
Christian  through  BSM  while 
p™  attending  the  Univ'ersity  of 
Alberta,  Edmonton. 

Ma^belle  also  became  a 
Christian  through  BSM  in 
^  Edmonton  ancT  takes  an 
active  part  in  many  BSM 

10  events.  She  helps  him  with 
P  marriage  counseling,  an 

11  important  ministry  since  he 
P  performs  many  weddings. 
M  Of  the  many  rewards  in 
M  BSM  work,  Cruikshank 

says  one  of  the  greatest  is 

I  seeing  students  respond  to 
the  cml  to  full-time  ministry. 

Some  of  his  students  are 
now  attending  the 
Canadian  Southern  Baptist 
Seminary  in  nearby 
Cochrane,  Alberta.  He  also 
enjoys  the  variety  in  his 
ministry. 

"No  two  years  are  the 
same,"  he  said.  "BSM  is  a 
North  American  missionary  Mel  Cruikshank  ministers  at  challenge.  When  1  see 


of  $45  million  and  a  chal¬ 
lenge  goal  of  $50  million. 

Unlike  many  of  his 
Baptist  campus  minister 
colleagues  in  the  United 
States,  Cruikshank  (pro¬ 
nounced  CROOK-shank) 
does  not  have  a  ready  piool 
of  Baptists  to  involve  in 
Bible  studies  or  worship. 

Although  exact  figures 
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